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them to salt a great quantity, especially in the years
when that fishery yields most abundantly. This
would not be an increase of work, since the fishing is
done in The River, and upon the shores of the bay.

If the farm of la Malbaye is not to-day upon the
footing on which it ought to be, the cause must be
attributed to the frequent change of farmers,— either
because they were not such as were desirable for the
post, or for other reasons; What is certain is, that
those who occupied the farm before the man who
now occupies it let everything go to ruin. The
thistles were choking the wheat, the Cattle were not
kept in by the fences; all those who saw la Malbaye
in those times can certify to the truth of this.

They would also say that they have never seen la
Malbaye upon so good a footing as it now is. One
sees there neither thistles nor black wheat, all the
fences are in Place, and Joseph Dufour has a special
talent for making everything profitable. If he canbe
Induced to continue his services, it will be a benefit
to his employer. Last year, however, He wished to
leave; Here are his Reasons: Nearly all his wages
are used in The Support of his family. He has
three grown daughters who help him in carrying on
the establishment, and a boy for the stables. If he
had not these girls, he would be obliged to hire
servants, to whom he would have to give wages.
His eldest girl is at the head of the farm; for the
Housekeeping she gets only 50 livres a year. He
asks that the wages of this girl be increased to the
amount of 100 livres, and that 20 Ecus be given to the
second; with this He will be more comfortable, and
he prays Monsieur the Intendant to give Attention to
his request. Moreover, He has 8 sheep on the farm
which are his own; up to the present, Monsieur Cugnet



